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About Provost Distribution

Provost Distribution is the French leader in storage, handling
and workspace solutions.
We have been equipping professionals since the company
was founded by Claude Provost in 1963.

Since the creation of the company by Claude Provost in 1963,
we have been equipping professionals with two visionary
concepts:
- PROTUB ® shelving
- The local direct sales force
PROVOST launched the first steel shelving system without nuts
and bolts. This new System called Protub has been like a
revolution in the light storage systems in the Seventies.

Since its foundation 57 years ago, the company has grown steadily to become an
international group.

Since then, the group has been managed by Franck MONOYEZ with a family
shareholding and the company has grown to become a group with 750 employees and
113 millions euros turnover.

PROVOST has always kept growing internally but also externally
through Buyout of other companies.

We currently have five production sites: two in France, one in
Poland, one in Germany and one in Portugal.
Our wish today is to become the European leader in this market.
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Problem

In order to increase the performance and reduce the costing errors of our sales force,
we decided to develop an internal calculation tool.
This web application is developed with JAVA technology and aims to generate
commercial proposals in Microsoft Office format in the image of our company and its
subsidiaries.
For this, we started the development with the free tool Apache POI, however, we were
confronted with several problems such as :
•

Problem detecting words within a paragraph

•

Great difficulty in formatting tables

•

Impossibility to precisely position an image within the text.

•

Impossibility to keep a layout after a document merge.

•

A lot of lines of code needed to make our documents.

•

Little help on the internet for development.

In view of the growing number of documents to be generated by our tool, it was
necessary to conduct a study to find a more efficient API provider in order to free up
time for our development team on points with higher added value.
This study quickly led us to test the Aspose.Words for JAVA solution.

Our first tests are really conclusive and we plan to migrate to this solution as soon as
possible.

© Aspose Pty Ltd. All rights reserved.

Aspose.Words Case Study

4

Solution

We have greatly appreciated the numerous examples available on the official website
and the fact that we can contact support reassures our management because this tool
has become indispensable for the proper functioning of our sales force.

Our costing tools enable us to produce approximately 3000 quotes per month in France
and abroad.

It allows us to stand out from the competition through our expertise and our speed in
responding to a need with an optimal solution in terms of design and price.
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Today, thanks to Aspose, we are able to generate files quickly, without malfunctioning
despite their size, saving time both on the development side and also for our sales
people who no longer spend many hours on formatting Words files before handing them
over to customers.
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The management of dynamic tables is much easier. We can now insert images more
easily and with an optimal layout.

Next Steps

Deploy multilingual documents for our foreign subsidiaries and our network of
distributors around the world.
Pleasantly satisfied with this first experience, we are also thinking about migrating to
Aspose.Cells and Aspose.PDF for the other documents generated by our tool.
We are now evaluating the use of other Aspose products, so that we can extend the
conversion to other file format.
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